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A Streetcar Named Desire



Letter from Executive Leadership

2024 was a year of bold moves, big questions, and transformational work—on stage, in our
community, and within the company itself. It marked the public beginning of a new chapter for
Soulpepper, as we introduced our transformation plan, Stories for a Stronger City—a blueprint for
reimagining the role of a theatre company in Toronto’s civic and cultural life. This plan, built on years
of internal evolution, now guides our programming, partnerships, and priorities as we navigate a
rapidly changing world.

The early signs are promising. We welcomed over 15,000 new patrons in 2024 who have shown us
that audiences are not only returning, but transforming—skewing younger, more diverse, and more
engaged. Three Sisters, which took home the Dora Award for Outstanding Production, was
emblematic of the kind of work we aspire to: visually stunning, deeply thoughtful, and powered by
extraordinary artists. We were also thrilled to share works like Casey and Diana, De Profundis: Oscar
Wilde in Jail, Age is a Feeling, A Streetcar Named Desire, What the Constitution Means to Me, and the
return of Billie, Sarah and Ella—each offering unforgettable experiences to our audiences. Training
and artist development remain central to our mission. We were proud to launch a new Academy
cohort in 2024 and to welcome a new generation of young artists and audiences through Alligator Pie.

2024 also marked a major evolution in our collaborative work. We formally launched a Strategic
Partnership with Crow’s Theatre, sharing a belief in the power of collective effort to create ambitious,
sustainable theatre, alongside our Creative Collaborative Initiative (CCl) with Musical Stage Company,
Obsidian Theatre, Bad Had Theatre and the Fringe Festival. The CCl is an expression of our vision that
the Young Centre becomes a hub of artistic activity, open and available to all.

Outside the theatre, we saw huge enthusiasm for the newly expanded Public Domain initiative. From
our sold-out Community Movie Nights, to our jam-packed Election Party and bustling Doors Open
programming, these gatherings underscored how hungry people are for connection, conversation, and
a sense of belonging. Meanwhile, new traditions began to take shape through signature events like the
Winter Village, which saw over 150,000 visitors, and the sold-out Bootlegger’s Ball, which

welcomed hundreds of new and returning supporters in a spirit of joy and generosity.

There is much more to do—and the road ahead will not always be easy. But thanks to the

creativity and drive of our staff, artists, Board, and community of supporters, we feel the momentum
building. Soulpepper is becoming a new kind of theatre: one rooted in excellence, powered by
collaboration, and driven by the needs and dreams of our city.

With gratitude and excitement,
e 7/%@

GIDEON ARTHURS WEYNI MENGESHA

Executive Director, Artistic Director,

Soulpepper Theatre Company Soulpepper Theatre Company



A Message from the Board Chair

One of the many Soulpepper highlights of 2024 was the Dora Award for
Best Production in the general theatre division - the equivalent of an
Oscar for Best Picture. “Three Sisters”, with a brilliant script adaptation
by Inua Ellams, and thoughtful direction by Mumbi Tindyebwa Otu, won
the top award - one of several Dora’s for Soulpepper in 2024.

Wonderful as the awards are, they only tell part of the story of what
has been a memorable year. Our new transformation plan, Stories for

a Stronger City signalled that while artistic excellence continues to be
at the core, we now do so much more. During the year, we launched the
Creative Collaborative Initiative, an innovative partnership with four
essential Toronto performing arts organizations - Bad Hats Theatre,
The Musical Stage Company, Obsidian Theatre, and the Toronto Fringe.

In addition to those valuable new connections, Soulpepper and
Crow’s Theatre announced an exciting new Strategic Partnership,
incorporating joint season planning, an increased number of co-
productions, and benefits for our respective subscribers.

Under the umbrella of Stories for a Stronger City, and in coordination
with our new partners, we literally threw our doors open with the
new Public Domain initiatives, which have included Movie Nights,

the city’s Doors Open event, and for the first time, collaborating with
the Distillery District on their popular Winter Village - for which we
had eager attendees lining up for their free picture with Santa, and
Instagram-worthy hot chocolate.

While many of the financial challenges in the sector have continued
during the year, Management and the Board worked together closely to
implement solutions. | am privileged to lead an outstanding voluntary
Board of Directors, who are highly skilled and passionate about their
love for the organization. And the Board, in turn, is fortunate to work
with a terrific professional staff team, superbly led by Weyni Mengesha
and Gideon Arthurs.

During the year, we say Good-bye to Board colleagues John Chang,
Casey Chisick, Denise Donlon, Charmain Emerson and Jackie Moss

- valued friends who had come to the end of their board terms. And

we welcomed Julia Foster, Sarika Gundu, Judith John, Karey Lunau,
Aaron Sanderson, Cindy Tripp and Yasmin Warsame. These new Board
colleagues are already demonstrating how fortunate we are that they
chose to volunteer their time to help Soulpepper continue to grow from
strength to strength.

| look forward to seeing you at Soulpepper in 2025/26.

ROBIN CARDOZO
Chair, Board of Directors



The Master Plan What The Constitution Means To



ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT

WORLD PREMIERES: De Profundis: Oscar
Wilde in Jail, The Big Easy: Music of New Orleans

3 CANADIAN PREMIERES:

Three Sisters, Age is a Feeling,
What the Constitution Means to Me

The Secret Chord:

A Leonard Cohen Experience

1 NATIONAL TOUR:

2 REMOUNTED PRODUCTIONS: i

A Streetcar Named Desire, Alligator Pie

232 ARTISTS HIRED

6 NEW PLAY > 3 INTEGRATED INTO

WORKSHOPS UPCOMING PROGRAMMING




Three Sisters



including community
movie nights, storytelling
events, free exhibits,
wellness programing,

EVENTS & danceclasses, ancillary
ACTIVITIES programsand muchmore.

900 YOUTH ENGAGED
IN FREE WORKSHOPS

10,000 ATTENDEES
AT FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS

0 WERE FIRST-TIME
80 /o VISITORS TO
SOULPEPPER

TOOK PART IN
DOORS OPEN mp

TORONTO

150,000

WINTER VILLAGE ATTENDEES
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De Profundis: Oscar Wilde in Jail



AUDIENCE IMPACT

62,500 ATTENDEES THROUGH OURDOORS

° AVERAGE AUDIENCE AGE DECREASED
FROM 64 TO 42 YEARS OF AGE

0 15,000+ TOTAL AUDIENCE GROWTH
YEAR-OVER-YEAR

Q 8,000+ NEW-TO-FILE PATRONS



EARLY INDICATORS THAT OUR

STORIES FOR A STRONGER CITY
TRANSFORMATION PLAN IS WORKING:

=

&
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BOX OFFICE REVENUE IS PROJECTED TO INCREASE BY 76%
year over year, and by 415% since 2022, with a220% increase in
tickets sold over that period.

55% OF OUR AUDIENCE MEMBERS ARE BRAND NEW
to Soulpepper, and the average age of attendees is more than 20
years younger than our pre-pandemic demographic.

OUR BASE OF MAJORDONORS HAS STABILIZED
and we've added 3,000 new donors providing us with
pipeline for future support.

THE 2025 SEASON INCLUDES 10 CO-PRODUCING PARTNERS,
bringing an additional $1.2 million in programming support.

PUBLIC DOMAIN EVENTS ARE DRAWING THOUSANDS

of participants and generating strong buzz and significant earned
revenue including over $330,000 IN CAFE SALES during the 2024
Winter Village.

THE WINTER VILLAGE WELCOMED 150,000 ATTENDEES
to the building over just five weeks.



The Big Easy



Financials
2024 Revenues (S000's)

Other income,
Endowment income, $303

Corporate sponsorships,
$731

Donations,
$2,457

Government grants, —
$1,453

N Performance,
$1,828

2024 Expenses (S000’s)

Fundraising, $381 | Amortization of capital assets,

$76
Facility operating costs, ——
$391

Education programs, /\

$546

~

Marketing and promotion,
$634

— Artistic and production,
$414

Net contributions to
joint venture, $232

Administration and office,
$1,142

Audited financial statements available upon request



Thank you to our 2024 supporters

CORPORATE & FOUNDATIONS

$200,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*

$125,000 - $299,999
The Catherine and Maxwell
Meighen Foundation

$75,000 -$124,999

BMO Financial Group

CIBC

George Cedric Metcalf Charitable
Foundation

RBC Foundation

Scotia Wealth Management

Sun Life Financial

TD Bank Group

$25,000 -$74,999

Canada Life

The Keg Spirit Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation

Lindy Green Family Foundation
Polar Asset Management Partners
Power Corporation of Canada

Ray Ferris Springboard Fund

$10,000-524,999

The Joan & Clifford Hatch Foundation
The McLean Foundation

Middlefield Resource Funds

Paul Barber Foundation

The Sabourin Family Foundation

1 anonymous supporter of Soulpepper

$5,000-59,999

Boyden Global Executive Search

Bulmash-Siegel Foundation

The Browning Watt Foundation

Distillery Restaurant Corporation

The Henry White Kinnear Foundation

Pitblado Family Foundation

Mason Law

Moez & Marissa Kassam Equity Fund

Morgan Meighen & Associates

The Norman & Margaret Jewison

Tricon Residential

Torkin Manes LLP

The William and Nona Heaslip
Foundation

Up to $4,999

Balfour Bowen Family Foundation
Geist Family Foundation

Jackman Foundation

John Family Fund

Foundation

Philip Fox Fund

The Racioppo Family Foundation

The Nick & Lynn Ross Charitable

Foundation
The Kit Skelly Foundation

INDIVIDUAL

Major Gifts

$100,000+

Diane Blake & Stephen Smith

The Estate of Susan Brenninkmeyer
Gary & Donna Slaight

NIVIERLE!

$50,000-599,999
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf
Kathleen & Bill Troost

Artistic Director’s Circle
$25,000-549,999
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Victor & Maureen Dodig
Kevin & Roger Garland
Melissa Kennedy
Sanjay Nakra and Deepa Daryanani
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Karrin Powys-Lybbe
& Chris von Boetticher
Sonny Goldstein & Dr. Betty Rozendaal

Soul Circle

$10,000-524,999

Marilyn & Charles Baillie

Rob & Teresa Brouwer

Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson
Jim Fleck

Robert Foster, C.M. & Julia Foster, C.M.
Dana Lafarga

Karey Lunau

Bill Morneau and Nancy McCain
James and Sandra Pitblado

Heart & Soul

$5,000-59,999

Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+
David Brown

Melissa Clarke

Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux
Beverley Flynn

Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim
Robin Heintzman & Gordon Currie
Kiessling/lsaak Family

Nancy Jain

Sheena Macdonald & Phil Schmitt
John & Kay McKellar

Jacqueline Moss

Maja Neable

The Pat and Tony Adams Freedom
Fund for the Arts

Mazi Raz

Aaron Sanderson & Kevin Keystone
Helen Sinclair

Martha Tory
Cindy Tripp
Alan Walker
Sally Wright
Janet & Bill Young

Curtain Club

$2,500-54,999

Harry Arthurs

Elspeth Bowler

Nicholas Chambers

John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
David & Yvonne Fleck

Mary Hallward

Shira Hart

Kent James

Christopher Lee & Paula Mosbrucker
Daniel McCarthy

Anil Mohan

Gordon & Elaine Pitts

Benefactor

$1,000-$2,499

Alexandra Baillie

Richard ) Balfour

Sarah Bay-Cheng

Michelle Beveridge

Martha & George Butterfield
David & Patti Bragg

Karen Cheah

Jane & Bob Clapp

Bill Douglas

L. Drake

Charmain Emerson

Russell & Carol Finch

Martha Fisher

Andrew Gillespie

Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Jamie Goad

Sari Goldenberg

Kamala Jean Gopie

Mark & Catherine Graham

The Estate of Brenda Mary Hamer
Paul & Vicki Hand

Vic & Marion Hepburn

Ellen Hill

Dominique Hussey

Judith John

Elaine Kierans & Shawn McReynolds
Diane King

Jean Kitchen

Krystal Kwan

Anne Layton & Jamie Isbister
lan & Dorothy Macdonald

In Memory of Elizabeth Maynes
Kit and Barbara Moore

Alice Morgan

Ed & Cindy Nowina

David & Barbara Payne

Bruce Rhodes

Ann Savege



Thank you to our 2024 supporters

Andrew Scriver

Ivor & Renee Simmons

Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson

Jennifer Thompson

Tony & Mary van Straubenzee
Greg Wilkie

Jan Wong

Sunanda Vaidheesh

Ronald McDonald House
Charities Canada

2 anonymous supporters of
Soulpepper

Friend $250-$999

Lynn & David Abernethy
Jacqueline Allard

Nancy & Albert Alexanian
Kerri Anderson

Jay Armitage

Wendy Balfour

Carol Barber

Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Guy Beaudin

Janet Beck

John Martin & Sampa Bhadra
Terry Bisset

Anna Bolton

Shelley Boyes

Theresa Boyle

Mary Lou Brock

William Broughton
Graham Brunke

Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting
Helena Bzonkova
Margaret Anne Cain
Brian Carr

Edina Cavalli

Elizabeth Charal

Gayle Corcoran

Claudia Colas

Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane

Joan D. Cranston

Bill Crothers

Leslie Dan

Carol Dalgado

Mark & Rita Daniel

Shirley Dawe

Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar
Steven D. Donohoe
Debbie Dumaresq

Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh

Denise Donlon

Steven Farber

Patricia A. Elliot

Steven Endicott

Chris Elson

John & Shari Ezyk
Steven Farber

The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier
Barbara Fingerote

Bill & Rosemary Fillmore

Graham & Silke Flint

Neil Foster

David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Penelope Fridman

Linda Galen & William Draper
Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
March Gregoroff

Zeljko Grujic

Doreen Gryfe

Eva Haggerty

Anne & William Harker

Rob Harper

Susan Helwig

Lawrence & Beatrice Herman
Paul Hickey

Joe Hoja

Clive Houseman

Richard Horner

Naomi & Sandy Horodezky
Ann Humphreys

Kishwar Igbal

Alison Janzen

Alicia Jeffery

Dagmar Kanzle

Soussanna Karas

Marcia & Paul Kavanagh
Olanre Kayode

Robert Kee

Don & Francie Kendal

Claire Kennedy

Mohamed Khaki

Hans Kluge

Raj & Shaila Kothari

Maria Larina+

Dale Lawr

V. Leapman

John Leavitt

Victoria Lee

Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner

Elizabeth Leonard

Brad Lepp

Linda Lewis

Maureen Littlejohn

Martha Loewen

Oliver & Gillian Long

Larry Lubin

Gail MacNaughton

Michéle Maheux

Joanna Martin

Linda Massey

Kelly McDonald & Greg Sigurdson
Donald & Helen McGillivray
Linda McGuire

Dr. Janet E. McIntosh
Micheline McKay & Richard Comparey
Mark McLean

Susan Moellers

Margaret and Gary Mousseau
Dorothy Morari & James Mryglad

Mary Jane Mossman & Brian Bucknall
Steve Munro
Paul Murphy
Penny Noble
Patricia O’Brien
Brian O’Leary
Jason Oord
Ghazala Parvez and Frank Fuernkranz
Christine Pearce
Ken Pearl
Stephen Phillips
David Craig & Donna Piccin-Craig
Catharine Pickett
Diane Pitblado
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis
Steve Uzielli & Robin Siegerman
Alicia Rose
Kerry Rittich
Sylvia Schmid
Catherine Seton
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed
Heather Shapero
Maureen Simpson & Almos Tassonyi
Phillip Silver
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith & Geri Kozorys-Smith
James Stuart
Jill Strimas
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
Karen Turner+
W. Michael Than
Jan & Ken Thompson
Doug & Gail Todgham
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Teresa Walsh
Joan & Robert Weppler
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Irene & Hastings Withers
John Wolf
Joan Woodward
Marc Zwelling
2 anonymous supporters
of Soulpepper

Soulpepper Legacy Circle

The following people have generously
arranged bequests to Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo

Roger Garland

Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart

Anne Louise Layton

Claude Marchand

Jenny Tan

7 anonymous friends of Soulpepper



Thank you to our 2024 supporters

Women Centre Stage

Deb Barrett & Jim Leech

Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Maureen & Victor Dodig

Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family

Dana Lafarga

SENEVANELSE

Jaqui Parchment

Sheila Phillips

Karrin Powys-Lybbe & Chris von Boetticher
Ed Sangmuah

Strombergs Family Fund

Lucinda Widdrington

Denise Zarn

The Pat & Tony Adams Freedom Trust

Women Centre Stage
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Dana Lafarga

Sanjay Nakra

AlligatorPie



We Gratefully Acknowledge The Support Of The Following
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Photo credits: Cover Image: Billie, Sarah, Ella: Revolutionary Women in Blues. Pictured L to R: Renee Rowe, Divine Brown, Shakura Dickson; Lighting Design by Raha Javafar, Video/Pro-
jection Design by Frank Donato. Photo by Barry McCluskey. * Page 2. A Streetcar Named Desire. Pictured L to R: Sebastian Marziali, Gregory Prest, Lindsay Own Pierre, Mac Fyfe, Amy
Rutherford, Shakura Dickson. Set Design by Lorenzo Savoini, Costume Design by Rachel Forbes, Lighting Design by Kimberly Purtell. Photo by Dahlia Katz. A Streetcar Named Desire. Pic-
tured L to R: Oliver Dennis, Divine Brown, Kaleb Horn, Sebastian Marziali, Lindsay Owen Pierre, Gregory Prest, Mac Fyfe. Set Design by Lorenzo Savoini, Costume Design by Rachel Forbes,
Lighting Design by Kimberly Purtell. Photo by Dahlia Katz. * Page 5. The Master Plan. Pictured L to R: Tanja Jacobs, Michael Healey. Set Design by Joshua Quinlan, Costume Design by
Ming Wong, Lighting Design by Kimberly Purtell. Photo by Dahlia Katz. What the Constitution Means to Me. Pictured: Amy Rutherford, Damien Atkins. Costume Design by Ellie Koffman,
Lighting Design by Kimberly Purtell. Photo by David Hou. < Page 6. Three Sisters. Pictured: Daren A. Herbert, Virgilia Griffith, Ordena Stephens-Thompson, Amaka Umeh, Ngabo Nabea,
Sterling Jarvis, JD Leslie, Tawiah M'Carthy, Makambe K. Simamba, Akosua Amo-Adem, Tony Ofori, Oyin Oladejo. Set Design by Joanna Yu, Costume Design by Ming Wong, Lighting Design
by Andre Du Toit. Photo by Dahlia Katz.  Page 6. Three Sisters. Pictured: Makambe K. Simamba, Akosua Amo-Adem, Virgilia Griffith. Set Design by Joanna Yu, Costume Design by Ming
Wong, Lighting Design by Andre Du Toit. Photo by Dahlia Katz. * Page 8. Queer Youth Cabaret. Photo by Barry McCluskey. * Page 9. De Profundis: Oscar Wilde in Jail. Pictured: Damien
Atkins, Colton Curtis. Set & Lighting Design by Lorenzo Savoini, Costume Design by Ming Wong. Photo by Dahlia Katz. * Page 10. Age is A Feeling. Pictured: Haley McGee. Scenic Design
by Zoe Hurwitz, Lighting Design by Daniel Carter-Brennan. Photo by Dahlia Katz.  Page 11. The Big Easy: Music of New Orleans. Pictured: Raha Javanfar, Beau Dixon, Paul Tarussov,
Alexis Baro, Divine Brown, SATE. Lighting Design by Noah Feaver. Photo by Dahlia Katz. * Page 12 The Big Easy: Music of New Orleans. Pictured: Divine Brown, Paul Tarussov, SATE, Raha
Javanfar. Lighting Design by Noah Feaver. Photo by Dahlia Katz. ¢ Page 16. Alligator Pie. Pictured: Haneul Yi, Ben Kopp, Ruaridh MacDonald, Belinda Corpuz, Alicia Barban. Lighting
Design by Logan Raju Cracknell. Photo by Dahlia Katz. * Back cover image, Photo by Barry McCluskey.
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